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SOME ACCOUNT 


OP 8 


DEAN STANHOPE. 


— 


IT has been juſtly lamented by a 
judicious writer, that we are not ſuf- 
ficientiy furniſhed with materials re- 
ſpecting the life and general deport- 
ment of this worthy man, to cele- 
brate, as we ought, his name and 
character. Time, however, and aſ- 
ſiduous enquiry, have brought forth 
the following circumſtances con- 
cerning him. And, till ampler in- 
formation ſhall offer, the digeſter of 
theſe notes is happy to record them 

A 3 in 


* 


(: HS 9 


in as connected a manner as the docu- 
ments before him would allow. Very 
cordially can he ſay, with one of Dr. 
Stanhope's cotemporaries, I hope 
e ſome abler hand will yet give us his 
life and character, and ſo do juſtice 
to his memory.” 


The learned and pious GEORGE 
STANHOPE Was a native of the hum- 
ble village of Hertiſborn, or Hartſ- 
horn, in Derbyſhire, and was born 
the 5th of March, 1659-60. His 
father, the Rev. Thomas Stanhope, 
was rector of that pariſh, vicar of 
St. Margaret's church in Leiceſter, 
and chaplain to the Earls of Cheſter- 
field and Clare. His mother's name 
was Alleſtry, of a good family in the 
county of Derby. His grandfather, 
* Stanhope, D. D. was chaplain to 

James 


„ 
James I, and Charles I, and had the 
chaunterſhip of York, where he was 
alſo a canon reſidentiary, held a pre- 
bend, and was rector of Wheldrake, 
in Yorkſhire. For his loyalty to King 
Charles I, we are told, that, during 
the uſurpation of Cromwell, he ex- 
perienced the greateſt diſtreſs, by be- 
ing deprived of his preferments, and 
& driven to doors, with eleven chil- 
« dren.” He died in 1644. 


The grandſon was ſent to ſchool 
firſt at Uppingham, in Rutlandſhire, 
next at Leiceſter ; afterwards removed 
to Eton, and thence, in the place of 
Mr. W. Cleaver, elected to King's 
College, Cambridge, of which he was 
* Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy, Part IT, 
p- 83. 1 fa; | 
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a ſcholar and fellow. He took the 
degree of B. A. in 1681, and of M. A. 
in 1683. 


In his youth Mr. Stanhope diſplay- 
ed the moſt promiſing abilities; and 
at the Univerſity availed himſelf of all 
the advantages of the great ſchool 
whence he came, by enriching his 
mind with that valuable fund of 
learning, which he afterwards ſo ju- 
diciouſly employed. He was choſen, 
in 1687, one of the ſyndics of the 
Univerſity, in the buſineſs of Alban 
Francis; and, having entered into 
holy orders, did not immediately 
leave it, but officiated at the church 
of Quoi, near Cambridge. In 1688 
he was elected vice-prodtor ; and, 
upon his removal from King's, in 
the ſame year, he was preferred to 
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the rectory of Tewing, in the county 
of Hertford. 


In 1689, he was preſented to the 
vicarage of Lewitham, in Kent, by 
Lord Dartmouth, to whom he was 
chaplain, and to whoſe ſon he had 
been tutor. About the ſame time 
he was appointed chaplain in ordi- 
nary to King William and Queen 
Mary, and continued to enjoy the 
like honour under Queen Anne, He 
commenced D. D. 5th July, 1697, 
performing publicly, and with great 
applauſe, all the exerciſes requiſite 
for that degree: and, on the day 
preceding, he preached the Com- 
mencement ſermon, on the perfection 
and /ufficiency of Stripture; in which 
but eſpecially at the cloſe—he gave 
an eminent diſplay of that expreſſive 
ſtyle 


10 
ſtyle and ſtrain of heartfelt piety, fo 


deſcriptive of his character, and fo 
peculiar indeed to all his writings *. 


In 1701 Dr. Stanhope was ap- 
pointed preacher of the lecture 
founded by the honourable Mr. Boyle, 
and admirably acquitted himſelf as an 
able defender of that cauſe, which 
the benefactor intended to promote. 
In 1703 he was preſented to the vi- 
carage of Deptford St. Nicolas, in 
Kent; when he relinquiſhed the rec- 
tory of Tewing, and held Lewiſham 
and Deptford by diſpenſation. In this 
year alſo, on the tranſlation of Biſhop 
Hooper to the ſee of Bath and Wells. 
he was promoted to the deanery of 


* See his Twelve Sermons,” publiſhed in 
1727. Sermon IV. p. 161. | 
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Canterbury, and inſtalled March 23, 
I 703-4. 

For ſome time the dean was 
preacher of the Tueſday lecture at 
Saint Lawrence Jewry ; where, upon 
his reſignation in 1708, he was ſuc- 
ceeded by Dr. Robert Mos, after- 
wards dean of Ely, uncle to Dr. 
Charles Moſs, the preſent biſhop of 
Bath and Wells. "This lecture, though 
but moderately endowed in point 
of profit, was long conſidered as the 
poſt of honour. It had been poſ- 
ſeſſed by a remarkable ſucceſſion of 

the moſt able and celebrated preach- 
ers, of whom were the Archbiſhops +. 

Tillotſon and Sharp; and it was 
uſually attended by a variety of per- 
ſons of the firſt note and eminence ; 
| particularly by numbers of the clergy, 
2 | not 
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not only of the younger ſort, but ſe- 


veral alſo of long ſtanding, and eſta- 
bliſhed character *. 


At the convocation of the clergy, 
in Octoher, 1705, Dean Stanhope 
preached the Latin ſermon 4+ in St. 
Paul's cathedral, and was at the 
ſame time propoſed, with Dr. Binckes, 


* See the PRRYACR to Dean Moſs's Sermons, 
which by ſome was attributed to their editor, Dr. 
- Snape, but is ſince known to have been written 


by Dr. Zachary Grey. 


+ This © Concio ad Clerum,” from James iii, 
ver. 17, was publiſhed, fingly, in 1706. Dr. 
Binckes was dean of Lichfield, and died in 1712. 
He rendered himfelf conſpicuous by a ſermon 
preached goth January 1702; in which, after 
drawing a parallel between the ſufferings of 
Charles I. and thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, he gave the 
preference, in point of right, character, and ſta- 
tion, to the former. It was duly cenſured by the 
houſe of lords. See Smollett's Hiſtory of England. 
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to fill the prolocutor's chair. The 
majority then declared for the latter ; 
but, in February 1713-14, the dean 
was elected to that office, and was 
twice afterwards re-choſen. 


To the above particulars may be 
added, that, though amply qualified 


"or the higheſt honours of his ſacred 


function, Dr. Stanhope was content 
with only deſerving them. This 
truth is aſſerted on his monument, 


which ſeems to allude to a partt- 


cular circumſtance. It has been ſaid, 
that Queen Anne deſigned him for 
the dioceſe of Ely, whenever it ſhould 
become vacant ; though it has alſo 


been ſuppoſed that Dr. Robert Moſs 
would have ſucceeded to that ſee, 


The death, however, of Dr. Moore, 
the biſhop, on the 31ſt of July 1714, 
ae 


| ( 14 ) 
the day only before her majeſty's de- 
ceaſe, prevented the appointment of 
either . : 


The life of Dean Stanhope is beſt 
known by his literary labours; and 
whilſt his great talents diſtinguiſhed 
him as an excellent ſcholar, and a ju- 
dicious critic, they were eſpecially 
exerted to the ſublimeſt purpoſes. 
His writings, which form a moſt 
valuable ſyſtem of piety and devo- 
tion, are various, and held in great 
eſteem ; particularly his Paraphraſe 
and Comment upon the Epiſ- 
tles and Goſpels, as they are uſed 


in our. Church Service throughout 
the Year; A work, indeed, (as he 
himſelf modeſtly informs us in his 


* See Maſters's Hiſt. of C. C. C. C. p. 348. 
preface), 
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prefice), originally intended for the 


more particular ſervice of an excel- 
lent young prince *, the prudent me- 
thods of whoſe education, though 
they were far from needing any helps 
from ſo much meaner hands, yet did 
not make the zeal of offering them 
ceaſe to be a tribute due to his high 
ſtation from every lover of this 
Church and Country. Gop ſaw him 
quickly ripe for heaven, and hath 
actually placed upon his head a 
brighter and more durable crown 
than that which awaited him in re- 
verſion here.” —* I have done, (con- 
tinues our good dean), after having 


* William Duke of Glouceſter, ſon of Prince 
George of Denmark, by the Princeſs Anne. This 
amiable youth died, in his eleventh year, zoth 
July 1700. In 1698 his houſehold was ſettled ; 
the earl of Marlborough being appointed his go- 
vernor, and Biſhop Burnet his preceptor. 


adviſed 


(6 ) : 

adviſed my reader not to look for 
any oſtentation of nicety or eloquence 
in the following ſheets ; but ſuch a 
plain and familiar ſtyle, as might 
make my arguments moſt ' intelligible, 
and my exhortations grounded upon 


them moſt affectionate and moving“. 


For the things I aim at are, —beco- 
ming an inſtrument of good, in the 
function to which Gop hath called 
me; doing juſtice to the pureſt and 


wiſeſt of Churches; and, as She in ap- 


pointing, ſo 7 in diſcourſing upon her 
Epiſtles and Goſpels, ſeel the profit of 
many, that they may be ſaved, With 
this mind, if the reader do likewiſe 
take care to peruſe them,” my end 
will not fail in good degree to be 
He thought, with Qu1NTILIAN, Curam ver- 
borum, rerum wvolo eſſe Solicitudinem. De Inſtit. 


Orator. Lib. VIII. in Proem, "IE 
obtained; 


(1 ) 

obtained; nor the bleſſing of Gop to 
reward his pains : to whoſe grace I 
moſt heartily recommend theſe poor 
unworthy labours, and every one into 
whoſe hands they come.” It has 
been very juſtly obſerved, that the 
Comment upon the Epiſtles and Goſ- 
pels, together with Mr. Wogan's 
« Eflay on the proper Leſſons, (in 
four volumes, 8vo, of which the ſe- 
cond edition was publiſhed in 1764, 
Rivingtons); and Mr. Nelſon's excel- 
lent treatiſe on the. Faſts and Feſti- 
vals,” will furniſh the Chriſtian rea- 
der with a complete body of ſound 
divinity, according to the doctrine of 
the Church of England. Dr. Stan- 
hope's elaborate compoſition has gone 
through nine editions, at leaft, fince 
its firſt publication in 1705, ing4 
vols, 8vo, The copy now before us 
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is dated 1775. There were alſo, as 
we are informed *, three ꝗto editions 
of it, in 1708, 1715, and 1716. 


Beſides this, his principal and 


largeſt work, Dr. Stanhope alſo pub- 


liſhed the following: 


1696. The Chriſtian Pattern; or 
a Treatiſe of the Imitation of Jeſus 


Chriſt ; in four Books. Written ori- 


ginally in Latin by Thomas a Kem- 
pis. To which, compoſed by the 
Tranſlator, are added Meditations 
and Prayers for fick Perſons,” 8vo. 
This was publiſhed likewiſe in 1 2mo, 
1730; and in 8vo, 1759. 


4 Letſorne's Aſſiſtant, by Cooke, vol. II, p. 


317, who refers to the libraries of Ch. Ch. C. C. C. 
Univ. and New C. and St. John's, Oxford. 


I 697. 


CW I- 

1697. The Sieur de Charton's 
Three Books of Wiſdom ; writteti 
originally in French, with an Account 
of the Author. Made Engliſh by 
George Stanhope :” 3 vols. 8 vo. A 
third edition appeared in 1729. 


1699. © The Meditations of Mar- 
cus Aurelius Antoninus, the Roman 
Emperor *; with the addition of An- 
drew Dacier's Remarks, tranſlated by 
him from the French into Latin; and 
the Emperor's Life by the ſame, but 
conſiderably enlarged and oorrected:ꝰ 
4to. Theſe were reprinted in 1707 ; 
and again in 8vo, 1720. 


* This, as another work of Dr. Stanhope, may 
be traced from ** J. A. Fabricii Bibliatheca Greem, 
Hamburgi, 1723, vol. IV. p. 26.” gee Nichols's 
Anecdates of Bowyer, p. $5. "= 
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t700. © Sermons (fifteen) upon 
ſeveral occaſions,” 8vo. With a ſhort 
ſcheme, ſubjoined in the preface, of 
the author's general deſign ; and of 
that dependence which theſe diſ- 
courſes, though compoſed at ſeveral 
times, and upon very different occa- 
ſions, yet, as now connected in one 
volume, have upon each other : De- 


dicated to Teniſon, Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, in à very manly and re- 


ſpectful ſtyle of elegance; which, in 


effect, is the keeneſt ſatire upon that 
fulſome and groſs incenſe, ſo often 
proſtituted in fimilar productions. 


1700. A Tranſlation from the 
Greek of Epictetus's Morals ; with 
the Comment of Simplicius, and the 
Life of Epictetus, sro. A third 
edition was given in 1730, 
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1706. The Truth and Excellence 
of the Chriſtian Religion aſſerted 
againſt Jews, Infidels, and Hereticks; 
in ſixteen Sermons, preached at 
Boyle's Lectures *, 1701 and 1702,” 
4to. Republithed in folio, 1739. 


1706. Rochefoucault's Maxims,“ 
from the French: 8vo. 


In 1716 our author gave a fourth 
edition of Parſons's Chriſtian Direc- 
tory, being a Treatiſe of Holy Reſo- 
lution; in two Parts.” 8vo. The 
original work appeared ſo long ſince 
as 1583 and 1591. It is an excel- 
lent book, and owes much of its ce- 
lebrity to the amiable and exemplary 


* In Dr. Birch's MSS. 1s a letter of Dr. Stan- 
hope, with ſome inſcriptions relative to the Boyle 
family. | 
B 3 patronage. 
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patronage of the dean of Canterbury ; 
who, being ſenſible of its value, put 
it into modern Engliſh, and has 
adapted his abridgement of it, very 
judiciouſly, to the Proteſtant reader. 


The larger work of Mr. Parſons had 


obtained a juſt eſtimation in the 
world, for its piety and uſefulneſs ; 
But, as the dean obſerves, no weight 
of matter, or beauty of thought, is 


ſufficient, even for the moſt valuable 


pieces, to procure them that good 


acceptance with the generality of 


readers, which they would nat fail 
to find, if dreſſed in a more modiſh 
garb : and therefore the making ſuch 


_ writers ſpeak as if they had lived and 


converſed with us at this day,-while 


the force and ſubſtance of what they 


ſay is preſerved entire,-s fo far from 


an injury , that I preſume it will be 


allowed 
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allowed a kindneſs and advantage. 
And this hath been attempted in the 
preſent tract, with due fidelity, where 
the matter was eſteemed either pro- 
fitable or neceſſary to the main argu- 
ment, and ſerving the intereſts of true 
Religion and a good life. If F. Par- 
ſons (continues he) do not ſpeak here 
as a Papiſt, yet he ſays ſuch things 
only as ſuit a good Chriſtian at large; 
without engaging in ſuch others, as 
diſtinguiſh him to be of any particu- 
lar ſort, and relate to controverted 


points, foreign to practical Religion, 


and too evidently deſtructive of it.” 


„If this author hath acquitted 
himſelf well in thoſe doctrines, which 
are of univerſal allowance and ule, 
why ſhould he be deprived of the 
glory, or the world of the benefit, 
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which may come from theſe, by ſe- 
parating the gold from the droſs, and 


giving the reader his morality pure, 


without the alloy of his errors? I call 
them ſo, becauſe ſuch they have been 
abundantly proved, by a great num- 
ber of treatiſes unanſwered, and I 
verily believe unanſwerable: And I 
leave them out, becauſe it ſeems to 
me a thing much to be wiſhed, that 
they who write for the benefit of Re- 
ligion, and of Chriſtians in common, 
would confine themſelves to thoſe 
heads of faith and practice, which are 
plainly deducible from Scripture, with- 
out perplexing the unlearned reader 
with the conteſted points of particu- 
lar communions. This would render 


ſuch books of more general advan- 


tage, and prejudice none againſt them, 


who are of a true piety and zeal ; 


what - 
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whatever their education or perſuaſion 
may have been, as to the leſs neceſ- 
ſary and diſputed matters. And I am 
not ſenſible of any thing here con- 


tained, that ſhould give juſt ſcandal 


to any good Chriſtian, of what ſect 


or character ſoe ver.“ 


It had been an eaſy, but I think 
not ſo fair a way of proceeding, to 
have formed a general ſyſtem of faith 
and manners out of this Direc- 
tory,” and have offered it under ano- 
ther name: nay, there want not ſe- 
veral treatiſes of this nature, com- 
poſed by Proteſtants. But I was de- 
ſirous that an adverſary ſhould not be 
defrauded of the reputation due to 
him. The parts which are ſuppreſſed, 
looked upon as his blemiſhes and 
miſtakes; and the covering thereof, 

as 
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as it is an act of charity to the res- 
der, ſo I make no doubt, but, 4 rig 
Alobnoic, if the fouls departed have 
any ſenſe of what we are doing upon 
earth, the author eſteems it a good 
office done to himſelf too *. For 
mightily are we miſtaken, if we ima- 
gine that the points for which men 
of different opinions contend ſo ca- 
gerly here below, are of that concern 


to the bleſſed above, which they ſeem 
to us. In thoſe happy regions, where 


* e Revere his genius: to the dead be juſt ; 
And ſpare the laurels that o'erſhade his duſt, 
Low fleeps the man, in cold obſtruction laid, 
Nor aſks the chaplet from a rival's head. 

O'er the drear vault,-Ambition's utmoſt bound, 
Unheard ſhall Fame her airy trumpet ſound ! 
Unheard, alike, nor grief nor tranſport raiſe 
The blaft of cenſure, or the note of praiſe.” 


See“ FkRNRT,“ a Poem, by Mr. Keate, 


perfect 
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perfect peace and concord, and holi- 
neſs, and zeal for God's glory reign, 


there is more joy at tbe conver/ion of one 


ſinner, more praiſe for the pious la- 


bour of one little tract which makes 
men good livers, than for the win- 
ning of proſelytes to this or that com- 
munion ; or than for vaſt volumes of 
ſubtle diſputants, which make for the 
intereſt of any of thoſe factions, into 
which Chriſtendom is ſo unfortunately 
divided.” 


* Upon the whole, I am not con- 
ſcious of any real injuſtice done to 
the original: and fame being not any 
of the motives, which induced me to 
undertake this work, I ſhall not be ſo 
much. concerned for the reputation of 
it, as I very.ſeriouſly am for its ſuc- 
ceſs. And, therefore, to my endea- 
vours I add my moſt hearty prayers, 

4 that 


3 


that it may have the good ehe- of 
which, by the affiſtance of Gop's | 
grace, I think it very capable, 70 urn 
men from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God *.“ 
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1720. St. Auguſtin's Meditations,” x 
 8vo. From which it may be ſeen, in 
how maſterly a manner the Dean could 
preſerve, if not improve, the ſenſe of 
his author, without the ſervile cloſe- 

neſs of a literal verſion. 


1724. Funeral Sermon, in ho- 
nour of Mr. Richard Sare, Bookſeller 
in Holborn.“ It met with the ſin- 
gular felicity, and well deſerved it, 
of going through two editions, 4to, 
within the year r. 


1727. 


an eighth 


, 


See Preface to the Directory: 
edition was publiſhed in 1782. 
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+ Nor will this be matter of ſurpriſe to any 
reader who 1s made acquainted with the charac- 
ter 


1d 
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1727. Twelve Sermons, on ſe- 


veral Occaſions,” 8vo. 
The 


ter of the deceaſed. Mr. Sare was a liberal con- 
tributor to the relief of old Mr. Bowyer's diſtreſs 
by fire, for whom he alſo collected 66 J. and up- 
wards. His knowledge of books and men, the 
candour and ingenuity of his temper, the obliging 
manner of his behaviour, and his grateful ac- 
knowledgements of any favours and benefits re- 
ceived, effectually recommended him to the 
friendſhip of many perſons eminent both in ſta- 
tion and learning; particularly of Archbiſhop 
Wake, who had a great affection and eſteem for 
him. His fortune, originally very moderate, was 
given to him by his father, a clergyman ; with a 
memorable declaration, That he might depend 
upon that little wearing like iron, ſince there was 
not one diſhoneſt penny in it.“ As this faying 
made great impreſſion upon him, the experience 
which verified it made conſiderably greater. His 
integrity in trade was remarkable. He never ſuf- 
fered himſelf, by any temptation of profit, te be con- 
cerned in publiſhing books obnoxious to the cenſures of 
Church or State, or any way prejudicial to Religion 
or good manners. He always expreſſed, becauſe 
he felt, great compaſſion for perſons under any 

47-3 " 


( 59 ) 


The Grounds and Principles oc 
of the Chriſtian Religion explain- W 
ed, in a catechetical Diſcourſe, for th 
the Inſtruction of young People ; writ- al 
ten in French by J. F. Oſtervald, and Y; 


rendered into Engliſh by Humphrey 
Wanley; were reviſed by George 
Stanhope, D. D. A 5th edition was 
publiſhed in 1734; and a7thin176s. 


. 


To theſe may be added about 


twenty ſermons, on various public 


ſort of calamity; and he acted proportionably for 
their conſolation and ſupport. The ſociety for 
relieving poor widows and orphans of the clergy 
had the moſt happy evidence of his prudent zeal 
and indefatigable diligence, at a very critical junc- 
ture. In the latter years of his life he was af- 
flicted with decays of bodily ſtrength, and a 
{ſometimes much enfeebled mind. Mr. Sare died 
Feb. 4, and was buried at Pancras, Feb. 11, 
1723, aged 68. Sec the Funeral Sermon by Dean 
Stanhope, and Anecdotes of Bowyer, p. 2, 15. 
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occaſions, anniverſary or otherwiſe, 
which were printed ſingly, between 
the years 1692 and 1724. They are 
all particulariſed in Cooke's edition of 
Letſome, vol. II. p. 317. 


And, in the year 1730, two years 
after Dr. Stanhope's death, was given 
A Tranflation of the admirable Greek 
Devotions of Dr. Lancelot Andrews, 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, intitled, . Pri- 
vate Prayers for every Day in the 
Week, and for the ſeveral Parts of 
each day; with Additions ; by George 
Stanhope, D. D. late dean of Canter- 
bury.” A thin 8vo. 'To which are 


prefixed, a ſhort account of the bi- 
Fhop and dean, and their portraits 


neatly engraved *.- 
Of 
* There is a fe mezzotinto print of Dean 
Stanhope, engraved by Faber, after a painting 
| 5 by 
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Of this poſthumous little volume 
the worthy editor was the. Reverend 
John Hutton, an intimate friend of 
the tranſlator ; who obſerves, that 
Dean Stanhope's perſonal qualifica- 
tions, prudence, and public ſpirit, 
bore a conſiderable reſemblance to 
thoſe of Biſhop Andrews. His life 
was a conſtant uniform pattern of 


chearful, undiſguiſed, and unaffect- 


ed piety. His uncommon diligence 
and induſtry, aſſiſted by excellent 
parts, had enriched him with a large 
ſtock of polite, ſolid, and moſt uſe- 


ful learning. Beſides his mother- - 


tongue, in which he had ſo great a 


by Ellis ; from, which a copy was taken in Gent. 
Mag. vol. L. p. 463. Many are the prints 
to be met with of ſo valuable an original; but tod 
diſſimilar from each other, to have been likeneſſes, 
even of that varium et mutabile ſemper Being, MAN: 


command, 


had 
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command, he was maſter of the La- 
tin, Greek, Hebrew, and French, 
Theſe he put to their proper uſe ; not 
for any vain oſtentation, but as inſtru- 
ments of procuring the knowledge of 
all thoſe things, which have rendered 


him an accompliſhed gentleman, a 


worthy man, and a ſubſtantial divine. 


His well-digeſted learning; accurate 


judgement, candour, and good-nature, 


ſhone very brightly in his converſa- 
tion, as well as in his preaching, and 
his writings ; all- conſecrated to the 
honour of Gop, and to the promoting 
of Virtue and true Religion. Indeed, 
ſome, who have converſed moſt inti- 
mately with him, have aſſured me 
they never knew any one, who ſo con- 
tinually ſpoke and acted with a regard 
to theſe ends. His preaching was 
really admirable and edifying ; his 

C ſtyle 
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| ſtyle clear and plain, but noble; his 
reaſonings were eaſy and ſtrong; his 
perſuaſions powerfully moving; his 
action and way of ſpeaking graceful, 
juſt, and affecting; his ſubjects well 
choſen, and ſuited to his auditory. 
The greateſt and beſt of his hearers, 
and he often had the greateſt in this 
nation, might learn what was pro- 


fitable from him; which if they neg- 


lected to do, his diſcourſes will riſe up 
in judgement againſt them; and, in 
the mean time, demonſtrate, that he 
omitted nothing neceſſary to deliver 
his own ſoul. His writings are, or may 
be, in every body's hand, and every 
body will judge of them as they 
. pleaſe : I ſhall, therefore, leave them 
ſo to do; and only affirm what I 
know, from more than a ſingle expe- 
rience, that they are an -ineftimable 
| treaſure 
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treaſure for the devout people of this 
nation *.“ 


„The late dean of Canterbury,” 
ſays Dr. Felton, * is excellent in be 
whole. His thoughts and reaſoning 
are bright and folid. His ſtyle is juſt, 
both for purity of language, and for 
ſtrength and beauty of expreſſion: 


but the periods are formed in ſo pe- 


culiar an order of the words, that it 
was an obſervation, Nobody could 
pronounce them with the ſame grace 
and advantage as himſelf .“ 


From a congeniality of mind, which 
raiſed his high eſteem of Biſhop An- 


„See preface to the Tranſlation of Biſhop An- 


drews's Greek Devotions, publiſhed by Richard 
Williamſon, in 1730. 
+ Felton's Diſſertation on reading the Claſlics; 


5th edition, p. 184. , 
C 2 drews, 
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drews, Dean Stanhope often uſed his 
* Devotions,” in the original language, 
and had committed a good part of 
them to his memory. So well pleaſed 
indeed was he with them, that he 
took the pains of tranſlating them 
for the uſe of a dear friend, to whom 
he apprehended they would be ac- 
ceptable and uſeful; and they gave 
ſo great ſatisfaction, and did ſo much 
ſervice, not only to that friend, but 

to all thoſe into whoſe. hands they 
came, that the Dean, I ſuppoſe at 
their deſire, - reſolved to print them. 
And great reaſon have the pious 
amongſt us to be thankful to him that 
he did ſo; for they are, in truth, a 
beautiful compoſition of words fitly 
ſpoken ;—like apples of gold, in pictures 
of ſilver &. 


* Pov. XXV. 11. 
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Thoſe who knew the character of 
the late Dr. George Horne, a ſuc- 
ceflor of Dr. Stanhope in the deanery 
of Canterbury, and afterwards Biſhop 
of Norwich, will not wonder at his 
entertaining a particular eſteem for 
the work in queſtion. This he ſhewed 
by himſelf being alſo its editor; and 
into better hands it could hardly 
have fallen, than thoſe of the Com- 
mentator upon the Pſalms. His ce- 
lebrated biographer informs us, that 
„Mr. Horne was initiated early into 
that moſt difficult part of his paſtoral 
charge, — the Viſitation of the Sick 
and Dying; a work, as he juſtly ob- 
ſerves, of extreme charity, but for 
which all men are not equally fit : 
ſome, becauſe they have too little 
tenderneſs ; and others, becauſe they 
have too much. It is a bleſſing that 

C 3 there 


S& 

there are many helps and directions 
for thoſe who wiſh to improve them- 
ſelves. The office in the Liturgy is 
excellent in its kind, but it doth not 
come up to all cafes. Amongſt the 
poſthumous papers of Biſhop Horne, 
I find an ineſtimable manuſcript, 
which it is probable he might begin 
to compile for his own uſe about this 
time, and partly for the occaſion of 


which I have been ſpeaking. He was 


by no means unacquainted with the 
matter -and language of prayer ; ha- 
ving ſhewn to me, as we were upon 
a walk one ſummer's evening in the 


country, when he was a very young 


man, that precious compoſition of 
Biſhop Andrews—the firſt copy of 
which occurred to him in the library 
of Magdalen College ; and on which 
he ſet ſo great a value during the reſt 


oe 
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of his life, that, while he was Dean 
of Canterbury, he publiſhed, after the 


example of the excellent Dean Stan- 


hope, his predeceſſor, a handſome 
edition of it *. The original is in 
Greek and Latin; and it happened, 
ſome time after Mr. Horne had again 
brought the work into requeſt, that a 
good number of copies of the Greek 
and Latin edition was diſcovered in 
a warehouſe at Oxford, where they 
had lain undiſturbed, in ſheets, for 
many years. In the copy publiſhed 
after Dean Stanhope's form, the Ma- 
nual for the Sick, though the beſt 
thing extant upon its ſubject, is 
wholly omitted : but, in the poſthu- 
mous manuſcript I ſpeak of, the 
whole is put together, with improve- 


The lateſt edition is in 12mo, publiſhed by 
Rivingtons, 1791. | 
24 ments 
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ments by the compiler; and I with 


all the parochial clergy in the nation 


were poſſeſſed of it *.” The late 


truly reverend editor of the Devotions 
thus concludes his advertiſement 
to the reader: When thou haſt 


bought the book, enter into thy clo- 


ſet, and ſhut the door. Pray with 


Biſhop Andrews for one week, and 
he will be thy companion for the re- 
ſidue of thy years. He will be plea- 
ſant in thy life, and at the hour of 
death he will not forſake thee.” 


* See Memoirs of Biſhop Horne,” by the 
learned William Jones, M. A. F. R. S. one of his 
lordſhip's chaplains; the companion of his earlieſt 
ſtudies, and now miniſter of Nayland, in Suf- 
folk : of whoſe eminent abilities as a divine, a 
philoſopher, and a real friend of his country, 
the world hath received many valuable proofs. 
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How far Dr. Stanhope, both in 
heart and by his pen, was qualified 
to feel and to expreſs the ſentiments 
of a pure devotion, is evinced by num- 
berleſs very ſtriking paſlages in his 
diſcourſes from the pulpit, and other 
publications. But we cannot here 
reſiſt the temptation of citing one, at 
ſome length, from his © Twelve Ser- 


mons;“ which will at the ſame time 


manifeſt his genuine piety, and give 
a fair idea of his ſtyle #. * The Fer- 
vency (ſays he) of our prayers is ne- 


ceſſary to demonſtrate that we are 


in good earneſt, and ſeriouſly deſirous 
of the things we aſk for. Prayer is 
not the buſineſs of the tongue, nor 
of the body ; but of the mind, and 


* Sermon II. p. 55, on Matt. xv. 28, . Con- 
cerning God's deferring to anſwer men's prayers.” 
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the affections. And Gop, = whoſe 


quality it is to underſtand the inward 
parts, as well as to know every word 
in our mouths, -will have but very 


little reſpect to the lips, or the knee, 


if the heart be wanting; that is, if 
the ſupplications we prefer be giddy 
and unthinking, languiſhing and looſe. 
All the vigour and efficacy muſt come 
from within; thoſe pure and holy 
flames, which a juſt reverence for 
Gop and his adorable excellencies, 
and a feeling reflection upon our own 
wants, have kindled within us. Theſe 
will ſpread, and exert themſelves, and 


actuate the whole maſs in ſuch a 


manner, that every part ſhall con- 

. 
ſpire by outward ſigns, to expreſs 
the inward devotion of our ſouls. 
But, when men pretend to approach 
the Throne of Grace, and do it with 
coldneſs 
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coldneſs and indifference; when they 
come into the court and more im- 
mediate preſence of Gop with diſre- 
ſpect, and trifle with the Kine or 
Hraven | when wandering looks and 
irreverent poſtures betray the diſtance 
of their ſouls and bodies; that they 
neither are together, nor conſider 
where they are; how can we expect 
thoſe men ſhould ſucceed ? - Or, it 
the voice be loud, the geſture mo- 
ving, and yet the mind ſome other 
way employed; this may be oſtenta- 
tion, but zeal it is not: and the be- 
ing ſeen of men, and applauded by the 
ſpectators, is all the reward due to 
ſuch prayers. For they are only af- 
fectation and pomp ; and, at the beſt, 
a ſolemn paſſion, pretty well acted.” 
«« Thinkeſt thou then, O man, that 
Gop will hear thee, when thou heareſt 

not 
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not thy own ſelf? Are words, and 
ſounds, and empty noiſe, of ſuch worth, 
that they ſhould incline the Majely of 
Heaven; when men ſcorn and laugh 
at forms and things by rote ? And 
yet, ſuch are all the prayers of a roving 
and uncompoſed mind. For, with- 
. out attention, and thought, and ſeri- 
ous deſire, the labour is only that of 
the lip, and ſo much air broken into 
ſound, without any ſenſe or ſignifica- 
tion at all. Thou goeſt to public 
theatres, and there ſeeſt ſpectacles 
tragical, and full of horror : proſpe- 
rous villany, and injured innocence : 
calamities, and tortures, and deaths, 
enough to ſoften the hardeſt heart. 
Yet, not one tear falls, becauſe you 
know very well, all this is but ſha- 
dow and ſhow only. And art thou 


ſo vain as to ſuppoſe, that Gop will 
be 
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be moved with a /cene of devotion,- 
with an empty repre/entation of a 
prayer? Shall not He diſtingutſh be- 
tween reality and diſguiſe; but be ſo 
profuſe, ſo abſurd, as to reward thy 
counterteit addrefles ? Formality, in 
truth, is in ſome reſpects worle than 
coldneſs : this neglects Gop ; but 
that plainly mocks and affronts him : 
ſo impoſſible is it, that any outward 
teſtimonies of devotion, though never 
ſo decent and proper, ſhould be of 
any value at all, for their own ſake : 
and for this reaſon, poſſibly, our 
prayers are called in Scripture @ /acri- 
fice, and an incenſe; becauſe, they are 
rendered acceptable by the ſelf-ſame 
methods that 7ho/e were wont to be. 
It is the burning that creates the /weet- 
ſmelling ſavour ; and it muſt be the 


earneſtneſs and warmth of our prayers, 
2 that 
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that alone can make them come up as Mi 
incenſe before the throne of Gop.” of 
| in 

To ſpeak particularly of all the pri- thy 
vate and public virtues ſo eminently un 
conſpicuous in Dean Stanhope, - of pu 
his conſtant aſſiduity in preaching, (tl 
and his prudent and faithful diſcharge | {ol 
of all the duties of his miniſtry; of I 
the many charities and good works, of 
in which, throughout life, he was en- at 
gaged, and of the liberal proviſion, in de 
proportion to his ſubſtance, which he th 
made for them in his laſt will ; would an 
far exceed the brevity to which it is ſy 
wiſhed to confine this narrative. The M 
two following traits, however, of his ce 
exemplary humanity muſt not be th 
paſſed over in filence, as they reflect te: 
equal honour on both the parties CC 
concerned. In the year 1712-13, W. 


I Mr. 


E 
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Mr. William Bowyer, ſenior, - father 
of the moſt learned printer of the age 
in which he lived,-after having, for 
thirteen years, purfued buſineſs with 
unremitted induſtry and unſullied re- 
putation, was, in one fatal night, 
(the goth of January,) reduced to ab- 
ſolute want, by a calamitous fire; 
which totally deſtroyed his printing- 
office, and many conſiderable works, 
at that time in his warehouſe, or un- 
der the preſs. Every one who knew 
the reſpectable ſufferer, was inſtant 
and anxious, either to relieve, or to 
ſympathize in his great affliction : and 
Mr. Bowyer, on this occaſion, re- 
ceived, from Dean Stanhope, one of 
the moſt excellent and affecting let- 
ters that ſo melancholy an event 
could be ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt. It was 
written in haſte, the very day after ; 


and 
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and ſpeaks, indubitably, the language 


of the heart. 


Lewiſham, Jan. 31, 1712. 
« Good Mr. Bowyer, 


It is with very great concern that 

I heard of the ſad diſaſter befallen 
you. You and your family have been, 
in great part, the ſubject not only of 
my waking, but even of my ſleeping 
thoughts, from the moment the ill 
news reached me. You are a perſon 
of underſtanding and religion enough, 
Lperſuade myſelf, thoroughly to be- 
lieve that ſecond cauſes have a wiſe 
Director ; and that none of our cala- 
mities are the effect of chance. This 
thought, I doubt not, you purſue 
through all its juſt conſequences ; ſuch 
as may work in you a true Chriſtian 
Reſigna- 


ge 
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Reſignation to Gov's afflicting provi- 
dence, and render you contented un- 
der your loſs ; nay, even thankful for 
it; not only on account of the lives 
which have been ſaved, but alſo of 
the excellent fruits this affliction may, 
and I hope will, produce, by your 
improvement of it. For, ſurely, hum- 
bling one's ſelf under the Almighty's 
hand ;-ſuch a dread of his power and 
juſtice as may increaſe the fear of of- 
fending him ;-leſs affection for, and 
no manner of truſt in, the enjoyments 
of this world; and a more eager de- 
fire and endeavour after thoſe in a 
better ſtate, of which we may reſt ſe- 
cure; that they cannot be taken from 
us ;—are very natural and becoming 
conſequences of fo ſad and ſudden a 
calamity. You, Gop be praiſed, have 
the comfort of being far from the 

D condition 
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condition of thoſe wretches, whom 
the world have reaſon to think 
marked out for vengeance. But, 
each of us, who looks into himſelf, 
will find more than enough there, to 
juſtify the ſevereſt diſpenſations to- 
wards him: or, if it were not ſo,— 
which yet always will be ſo,-the beſt 
are not above the improvement of 
their virtues, of which great adver- 
ſities are an eminent exerciſe and 


proof. The poſt waits, and I muſt 


haſten. My heart bleeds for your 
poor wife. Gop ſanctify this trouble 
to you both! and give you the piety 
and the reward of thoſe ſaints, who 
take joyjully the ſpoiling of their goods; 


knowing in tbemſelves that they have a 


better and more enduring ſubſtance in 
begven ! J am, your ſincere friend and 
ſervant, . 

GEORGE STANHOPE.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bowyer, junior, never forgot 


this ſtriking teſtimony of regard for 


his parent. It was a maxim of that 
venerable man through life, that in 
what he had received, and what he had 
been denied, he thankfully acknow- 
ledged the will of Heaven:“ and, in 
its decline, the two great objects he 
kept in view were, to tepay, all he 
could, the benefactions his father had 
received, and to be himſelf a be- 
nefactor to the meritoriotts. The 
firſt of theſe objects he amply diſ- 
played by his laſt will, dated zoth 
July, 1777; in which, amongſt a 
variety of others, is the following 
exemplary bequeſt: I give thirty 
pounds to the dean and chapter of 
Canterbury, in-gratitude for the kind- 
neſs of the worthy Doctor STANHoPe, 
tome time dean of Canterbury, to my 


D 2 father.” 
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father.” This ſum the reſpectable 


' gentlemen who received it very 
handſomely appropriated to the pur- 
chaſe of valuable books, as the moſt 
honourable mode of perpetuating the 
teſtator's gratitude. 


The good man, at the fame time, 
could not but expreſs himſelf as hurt 


by a /eeming negled, at leaſt, from 


other perſons ; for, 'after the above 
legacy, he adds, © the remembrance 
of which [kindneſs to my father] 


- amongſt the proprietors of his (the 


Dean's) works, I have long out-lived, 
as I have experienced by not being 
employed to print them.” The fol- 
lowing letter, on that ſubject, was 
addreſſed by him, in March, 1764, 
to an eminent bookſeller ; and, while 
it -does honour to the writer, 1s 


highly 


h1 
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highly reſpectful alſo to the memory 
of Dr. Stanhope. 


« Sir, 


The advertiſement which I ſee in 
the papers, of a new edition of Dean 
Stanhope's Comment on the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels, recalls to my mind thoſe 
paſt and valuable friendſhips, which I 
cover in my breaſt, that I may there 
more tenderly cheriſh them. 


The incloſed * will teſtify that of 
the Dean's to my father, written, as 
it came, from the heart, on a moſt 
affecting occaſion. I leave you to 
judge what ſentiments I muſt feel, 
when I reflect on having enjoyed the 


* This means the preceding letter. 
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living patronage of that pious writer, 
and being excluded, after his death, 
from printing a ſingle ſheet of his 
works. On the other hand, when I 
compare the afflicting diſpenſation of 
Providence at that time, with my 
preſent circumſtances in the world, I 
have great reaſon to be abundantly 
thankful; and to ſay, within myſelf, 


Shall I receive good at the hand of man 


in my youth, and repine at his neg- 
le& of me in old age? No, it is mine 
own infirmity ; it is the natural conſe- 
quence of the decays of nature ; and 
I will not blame her great Author 
and Director. I ſend you the good 
Dean's letter, that it may find a 
place, perhaps, in ſome future edi- 
tion of his works ; provided, only, 
you ſubjoin to it the following me- 
morandum : © Communicated by the 

x ſon 


2 - th 
ſon of the above Mr. Bowyer ; who 


was defirous of perpetuating this 
page among the valuable writings of 
the author, when denied the privi- 
lege of printing any part of them.” 


„% I am, Sir, &c. 


„WILLIAM Bowyrs.” 


Mr. Bowyer annexed afterwards 


the following N. B. The Comment 


on the Epiſtles and Goſpels, was 
only, it ſeems, advertiſed afreſh on 
this occaſion, but not re-printed. 
However, the letter was not without 
a proper foundation. Of the very 
laſt edition I had the favour of print- 
ing one volume only, who had print- 
ed heretofore the whole four : and of 
the other works of the Dean had not 
a ſingle ſheet given me; as his Tho- 
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mas à Kempis, St. Auſtin's Medita- 
tions, and others. W. B.“ 


The next inſtance is equally re- 
plete with genuine philanthropy, and 
ſhews how warmly our author could 
feel for the diſtreſſed, under every ſort 
of trial. Such a letter as the follow- 
ing can need no apology to the reader 
for its inſertion; and, as Mr. Bow- 
yer's biographer juſtly obſerves, * it 
would be an injury to the world ta 
ſuppreſs the ſentiments of the amia- 
ble Divine who wrote it.“ 


** Lewiſham, April 28, 1722. 
+ Good Mr. Bowyer, 
« T underſtand Hugh Mattiſon, the 
bookſeller in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, is 


under ſome trouble, on account of 
books 
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books ſtolen from you, and afterwards 
bought by him. I think myſelf in 
juſtice bound to acquaint you, that 
for about ten years he hath been 
known (as my pariſhioner) and dealt 
with by me all that time; and that I 
always thought I had reaſon to be- 
lieve him, not only an exceeding 
careful and induſtrious, but a very 
honeſt poor man. The particulars of 
this affair I am not perfectly inform- 
ed of: but, I would fain hope he is 
not greatly to blame; or, if he be, 
that this danger will render him more 
cautious for the future. And, ſince 
his reputation 1s all his dependence, 
the kindneſs I have for him moves 
me to requeſt of you, that as little 
blemiſh may lie upon that, and your 
proceedings againſt him may be ma- 
paged with as much tenderneſs, as 

: s = 
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can conſiſt with juſtice and the na- 
ture of the thing. I have not been 
already, nor ſhall I be hereafter, want- 
ing in either reproofs or good counſel, 
as occaſion requires; and particularly 
in letting him know, that by any in- 
direct or unfair ways of ſeeking to 
leſſen his wants, and make his family 
eaſy, he will not only defeat all hopes 
of bettering his condition, but cer- 
tainly loſe the countenance and 
friendſhip of, Sir, your true friend 
and faithful ſervant, 


* GEORGE STANHOPE X.“ 


But 


* The judiciqus reader, on peruſing the above 
letter, muſt be immediately reminded of St. 
Paul's Epiſtle to Philemon, in favour of Oneſimus; 
and will with pleaſure recolle& thoſe two moſt 
elegant and kind epiſtles of the younger Pliny to 
his friend Sabinianus, Lib. ix. Ep. xx1. and xxiv. 
They are excellently tranſlated by Mr. Melmoth; 
and 
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But the Dean was ever ready in 
promoting acts of benevolence. At 
a ſermon preached by him in Dept- 
ford, no leſs than one hundred pounds 
were collected, for the ſupport of the 
charity {ſchool there, founded by Mr. 
and Mrs. Granfden, and- eſtabliſhed 
by other benefactors. In 1727, he 
gave 150 l. in the 4 per cents, to 
apprentice out children from the 
ſchool, and to buy books for them. 
A girls ſchool being inſtituted at 
Lewiſham in 1699, Dr. Stanhope be- 
queathed to it a ſum of 1501. and 
Mrs. Stanhope gave 501. To the in- 
tereſt of this money are added two- 
thirds of the ſacramental collections, 


and only confirm the idea, how much alike good 
men think, in circumſtances of a ſimilar nature, 
and where the benign heart 1s ſincerely and warm- 
ly concerned. | 
| purſuant 
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purſuant to an order of Dr. Sprat, bi- 
ſhop of Rocheſter, in 1699 ; forming, 
together, a ſalary of twenty guineas 
per annum for the miſtreſs, beſides 
coal and candle. | 


Some letters paſſed between Biſhop 


Atterbury and the Dean in January, 


1719, on the increaſing negle& of 


public baptiſm, and the ſubſtitu- 
tion of private baptiſm at home, 
They are printed in the London Ma- 
gazine, 1758, page 163, and have 
fince been publiſhed by Mr. Nichols, 


with other poſthumous pieces of Bi- 


ſhop Atterbury, in 1783 and 1784, 
Vol. I. p. 48. 


In this buſineſs his lordſhip ſeems 
to have intereſted himſelf upon ſeri- 


_ ous principle, as if judging that thoſe, 


wha 


bi- 
Ing, 
1CAas 
ides 


© 8.9 
who neither at their own marriage, 
nor at the baptiſm of their progeny, 


find their way to church, will hardly 
be inclined to do ſo upon other oc 


ſions. In an animated and excellent 


charge to his clergy of the dioceſe of 
Rocheſter, in May, 1716, he had 
thus already, in very pointed terms, 
noticed the matter with diſapproba- 
tion. | 


The adminiſtration (ſays he) of 
the ſacrament of baptiſm (an impor- 
tant part of parochial duty), is, you all 


know, never regularly performed in 


private, but when neceſſity requires; 


and even then, ſuch baptiſm muſt be 
certified, and completed in public. 
A contrary cuſtom hath crept, here 
and there, into larger towns, and 
been gradually eſtabliſhed by ſuch 


COIN- 
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compliances with men of rank, dif 
tinction, and ſubſtance, as are no 
ways warranted by our conſtitution, 


and have overborne the wiſe and 


godly orders of the Church in that 
behalf. I muſt deſire you to do all 
that- in you hes towards breaking 
through this ill cuſtom, wherever it 
has in any degree obtained.” —“ I 
know your endeavours to repreſs 


theſe abuſes will be attended with 


difficulties, ariſing from the importu- 
nity of perſons willing, in this reſpect, 
to be diſtinguiſhed; from the pleas of 
common uſage, ill health, and a re- 
gard to the tender age of infants; 
and from other leſs juſtifiable views 
and conſiderations. But they are 
ſuch difficulties as ought to be re- 
ſiſted; and may, in time, by an in- 
offenſive ſteadineſs and prudence, and 

by 
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by a mind reſolved to overlook leſſer 
advantages, be totally vanquiſhed. 
And, perhaps, the due government 
of thoſe, who find their account in 
ſuch compliances, will be the hardeſt 
part of the incumbent's taſk, in this 
caſe. . I ſhould not have ſaid fo 
much on this point, did I not think 
it a matter of ſome conſequence, how- 
ever it may have been neglected *.“ 


Dr. Stanhope was twice married: 
firſt to Olivia Cotton , by whom he 
had 


* Atterbury's Epiſtolary Correſpondence, Vol. II. 
p. 261, &c. | 


+ This lady was related alſo to Sir Aſton Co- 
kayne, Baronet, the poet, whoſe ggth Epigram, 
of his 2d Book, is addreſſed to his noble cou- 
fin Charles Cotton, the younger; who likewiſe 
was a poet, and his mother was a Stanhope. Sir 
John Stanhope, of Shelford, in the county of 

| Nottingham, 
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had one ſon and four daughters, and 
to whom, on a mural monument of 
white marble, in Lewiſham church, 
the following epitaph is inſcribed : 
„In memory of Olivia, daughter of 
Charles Cotton, late of Beresford, in 


Nottingham, and of Elvaſton, in Derbyſhire, 
Knight, dying in 1611, left, by his firſt wife, 
Philip, created Earl of Cheſterfield ; and by his 
ſecond wife, (Katharine, daughter of Thomas 
Trentham, Eſquire, of Rocheſter Priory, in the 
county of Stafford,) three ſons and fix daugh- 
ters. Of theſe Sir John Stanhope was ſeated at El- 
vaſton, and had iſſue by his firſt wife (Olive, 
daughter and heir of Edward Beresford, of Bereſ- 
ford, Eſquire,) a daughter Olive, who was heir 
to her mother, and married Charles Cotton, Eſq. 
By his ſecond wife, _Mary Radclyffe, Sir John 
Stanhope, junior, had John, anceſtor to the pre- 
ſent Earl of Harrington. Of the fix daughters of 
Sir John Stanhope, ſenior, was Anne, tnother of 
the poet Sir A. Cokayne. See Gent. Mag. for 
July, 1797; and Sir John Hawkins's Life of Cot- 
ton, in Iſaac Walton's * Complete Angler,” 
p. iii. xv. 


the 
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the county of Stafford, Eſquire, and 
wite of George Stanhope, D. D. dean 
of Canterbury, and vicar of this pa- 
riſh. By him ſhe had iſſue Catha- 
rine (deceaſed), Mary, Jane, George, 
Elizabeth, and Charlotte. She de- 


parted this life June 1, A. D. 1707.” 


His ſecond lady was ſiſter to Sir 
Charles Wager *, and ſurvived the 


Dean 


Letter from Biſhop Atterbury to Biſhop Tre- 
lawny. 


ce Bromley, Auguſt 24, 1718. 
* My honoured Lord, 


& I received your commands yeſterday at 
the deanry [i. e. of Weſtminſter], when I was 
ſtepping into my coach to come hither. I endea- 
voured to obey them, by calling at the Dean's 
[of Canterbury] as I paſſed. But he and his fa- 
mily are from home; gone with Sir Charles Wa- 
ger to Dr. Watſon's, in Cambridgeſhire, where 
they are to ſtay for a fortnight ; ſo no account is 
to be had from him; and the time preſcribed by 
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Dean but a few years, dying iſt Oc- 
tober, 1730, aged about 54. One 
of the Dean's daughters was married 
to a ſon of Biſhop Burnet. . 


The Dean himſelf died, univerſally 
beloved, on the 18th of March, 1728. 
In the chancel of Lewiſham church, 
within the rails of the communion- 


| your Lordſhip is ſo ſhort, that I could not pro- 


cure any elſewhere. I am ſorry I was ſo unſuc- 
ceſsful, and am your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
and faithful ſervant, 


Fx. RorrEN. 


This letter [bracketed as above] may intro- 
duce the note upon it by Mr. Nichols, That 


Dean Stanhope, married to Sir Charles Wager's 


ſiſter, was vicar of Lewiſham, lying in the bi- 
ſhop's road from Weſtminſter to Bromley. See 
Atterbury's Correſpondence, Vol. III, p. 346, and 
Vol. IV. p. 489. 


table, 


tab 


hir 
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Oc- table, on a flat grave-ſtone, is this 
One memorial. 


« Depofitum Goa STAx ROE, 
8. T. P. Dec. Cant. et 
Eccleſiz hojus Vicarii, 1728. 


Another monument was erected to 
him, in the old church at Lewiſham, 
by his widow, with this inſcription. 


In memory of 
The very Rev. Gro SrANHerE, D. D. 
38 years Vicar of this place, and 26 of 


pro- the neighbouring Church at DeeTrorD; 
ſuc- } conſtituted Dean of CanTzzzuRY, A. D. 1703, 
bent and thrice Prolocutor 
of the Lower Houſe of Convocation : 
Whoſe Piety was real and rational, 

be | his Charity great and univerſal, 

fruitful in acts of mercy, 
tro- and in all good works : 
7 His learning was elegant and comprehenſive, 
8 his converſation polite and delicate; 
er 8 grave, without preciſeneſs, 
bi- facetious, without levity. 
See The good Chriſtian, the ſolid Divine, 
ind and the fine Gentleman, 


in him were happily united ; 
who, though amply qualified for the higheſt 
honours of his ſacred function, 
yet was content with only deſerving them. 
E 2 fy 
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In his paſtoral office, a pattern to his people, 
and to all who ſhall ſucceed him 


in the care of them. the 
His diſcourſes from the Pu lrir f 
were equally pleaſing and profitable ; ol 
a beautiful intermixture of the cleareſt reaſoning, ani 
with the pureſt diction, 
attended with all the graces ye: 
of a juſt elocution; ed 
as his works from the Pxtss have ſpoken 
the praiſes of his happy genius; of. 
his love of Gop and men ; 
for which ho 
generations to come will bleſs his memory. 
He was born March the th *+ 
He died March the 18th, 1727-8; | 
aged 68 years, | thi 
The above monument, with ſeve- th 
ral others, was removed from the old to 


pariſh-church at the time of rebuild- do 
ing ; and well deſerves a better fate, 
than to be thrown aſide in the vault 
of the new church, where it now hes 


(797). | 
Prob Pudor ] heu Pietas ! beu priſca Fides! 


The year of his birth, omitted in the ori- 
ginal inſcription, has been already mentioned. 


Surely 


199 


Surely an honourable place within 
the new walls ſhould have been 
found, for the memorial of this great 
and good man; who, for ſo many 
years, had ſhone the very diftinguith- 
ed ornament both of the pariſh, and 
of his ſacred profeſſion! We ſincerely 
hope it 1s not yet too late. 


#,% For the preceding. account 
the publick is principally indebted to 
the Anecdotes of Mr. Bowyer ; and 
to Mr. Lyſons's Environs of Lon- 
don, Vol. IV. 
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WE INSERT HERE, BY WAY OF 


APPENDIX, 
AN ORIGINAL LETTER FROM 
DEAN STANHOPE, 


TO A YOUNG RELATION, WHO HAD 
ENTERED INTO HOLY ORDERS *. 


% Dear Couſin, 


« At your father's requeſt, to 
whom I can deny nothing, and, as 
he tells' me, at your defire alſo, I 
trouble you with this letter of advice, 
relative to your ſtudies in divinity. 


* From the Gentleman's Magazine for May, 
1792, P. 497: | 
A good 
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A good deal of pains might per- 
haps be ſaved to both of us, by my 
receiving, firſt, an account of the en- 
trance and progreſs you have already 
made, fince your thoughts were turn- 
ed to this profeſſion. You will there- 
fore pardon me, if I ſuggeſt ſeveral 
things, which your own proficiency, 
or the advice of other friends, had 
made unneceſſary. 


The firſt care of a Divine ſhould 
be, to make himſelf well ſkilled in 
the Bible; which is not to be done 
without the help of good commenta- 
tors. But fince what Solomon ſays 
of books in general, is as true of this, 
as of any other ſort, that of making 
tem there is no end, and that much 
Audy of them is a wearine/s of the fleſh; 
I will point, you out a few, in which 

1 you 


Bo, 
you will find the ſubſtance of a great 
many. 


Theſe are,-Biſhop Patric#'s Com- 


mentaries, which will lead you a great 


way, even from Geneſis to Iſaiah:— 
Day, upon that prophet : Pocock, on 
thoſe of the Minor Prophets whom 


he has undertaken: Hammond and 


I bithy, on the New "Teſtament ; and 
the incomparable S. Chryſaſtom, both 
for his Explications, and his moral 


Improvements of Scripture. With 


theſe, and the help of Poole Synop- 
ſis, or the great Critics, for thoſe 
parts of Scripture not before named, 
it might be well to go through a 
whole courſe of the Bible, with great 


attention and care; wherein it may 


be fit to take along with you Archbi- 
ſhop Uſer's Annals; Prideaux's Con- 
nection 


eat 
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nection of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment; the works of Lizbifoot, and 
Mr. Mee. 


But, as the Bible is to be a con- 
ſtant ſtudy, and as it would be too trou- 
bleſome, upon every reading of it, to 
turn to many expoſitors, I adviſe, by 
all means, that you would get the 
Old and New Teſtaments, in quarto, 


doubly interleaved with blank paper, 


-a page for each column, and di- 
vided into nine or ten volumes. 'Thus, 
as you go along, you may enter ſuch 
remarks as you think uſeful, and re- 


ferences to ſuch authors as may oc- 


caſionally be conſulted ; which, when 
done, will fave you the trouble of 
reading more than your own notes, 
as often as you ſhall go over the Bi- 


ble afterwards. This I have found of 
great 
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great uſe to myſelf, and herein can 
ſpeak from my own experience, 


As to other books, which may fit. 
you for the diſcharge of your duty, 
Mr. Hooker, Biſhops Sander/on, Pear: 
ſon, and Stillingfleet, Dr. Jackſon, and 
Archbiſhop Tilloz/on, cannot be read 

too often. Happy is the man who 
can form his ſtyle upon the laſt of 
theſe ; and, in plain practical preach- 
ing, upon the rational, inſtructive, and 
familiar way of the Whole Duty of 
Man, and Biſhop Blacka/l. 


I had rather you ſhould be told 
by any other perſon, That the time 
may not be quite loſt, which is em- 
ployed in caſting an eye, now and 
on, upon my Ahh s Lectures; my 

volume 
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volume of Sermons, printed 1700 * 
and my Comments upon the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels for the courſe of the 
whole year. I am ſure, at leaſt, that 
time will be well ſpent, which you 
beſtow on Scots Chriſtian Life; La- 
cas Enquiry after Happineſs; and 
Sherlock's Treatiſes of Death, Judge- 
ment, and Providence. 


There is a French Teſtament, in 
four volumes, 8vo, (the very book of 
2ueſnel, that hath made ſuch a buſtle 
of late, by giving riſe to the famous 
bull Unigenitzs), which, if you are 
not maſter of the French, may be 


* The Fifteen Sermons.” His other vo- 
lame of Twelve Sermons” was evidently not 
publiſhed at the time of his writing this letter, 
the date of which has been omitted ; but that it 
was drawn up later than the year 1719, is evident 


from a ſubſequent paſſage, 
had 


4 


had tranſlated into Engliſh. It 


abounds with many excellent Reflec- 
tions, both moral and devotional ; 
and though ſome might better have 
been ſpared, - which a perſon of your 
parts and attainments will find no dit- 
ficulty to diſtinguiſh from the reſt ; 
yet, upon the whole, the book may 
do great ſervice to a diſcerning rea- 
der; both for framing in himſelf a 
religious temper of mind, and for in- 


ſtructing others in their duty. 


Your country, I know, ſwarms 
with Papiſts and Diſſenters. For 
maintaining your ground againſt the 
former, I know not a ſhorter or 
more effectual way, than to make 
yourſelf maſter of the Tracts written 
againſt them in the reign of King 
James II. And for the latter, as to 

s | the 
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the part of di/cip/ine, beſides Hooker 
and Sander/on,- the London Caſes 
againſt the Diſſenters, and Biſhop 
Stillingflzet's Unreaſonableneſs of Se- 
paration : and, as to the do&7rinal part, 
beſides Dr. Jacꝶſon, -Biſhop Bull on 
Juſtification ; Clageit, upon the Ope- 
rations of the Spirit; and the Col- 
lection of Tracts concerning Predeſti- 
nation and Providence, printed at 


Cambridge, 1719, are excellently 


good. 


I mention only the ſeveral authors 
above as fit to be ſtudied, -without 
enlarging upon Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
the Fathers, or Caſuiſtical Divinity, 
which will naturally hereafter fall into 
your way - becauſe, at preſent, I de- 
ſign to recommend what may ſoon 


lay the ſure foundation for a true 
| Church- 


i 


( 90:3 


Church-of-England Divine: and, ſup- 
poſing you to think, as I do, that it 
is high time to have done, I will only 
add one word more about preaching : 
which is, that you would not diſdain 
to do it in as low and familiar, pro- 
vided it always be in clear and pro- 
per language, as you can poſhbly con- 
trive. The more you converſe with 
the common people, the more will 
you find the neceſſity of this advice: 
and, depend upon it, the more in- 


telligible you are to the meaneſt, 


the more acceptable you will be to 
the beſt and moſt judicious of your 
hearers. 


I take it for granted, you will ex- 
pound the Catechiſm frequently ; and 
if you ſuffer yourſelf, after having di- 
geſted the heads of what you would 

ſay, 
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ſay, to enlarge extempore, this per- 
haps may be better, both for you, 
and thoſe you inſtruct, than a ſet and 
elaborate diſcourſe, The fame way 
of talking, oft-hand, will be likewiſe 
neceſſary in your viſits to the ſick ; 
for which you may reap ſome bene- 
fit from a little book, written in La- 
tin, by Dr. Stearne, of Ireland *. 


Many things more might probably 
occur, had I opportunity of conver- 
ſing with you. In the mean time I 
only add, that you will do well ſo to 
demean yourſelf in all the offices of 


your function, that your people may 


* This treatiſe © De Viſitatione Infirmorum,” by 
Dr. John Stearne, biſhop of Clogher, is ſhort in- 
deed, but comprehenfive, and valuably uſeful. 
We believe it has been tranſlated ; or, at leaſt, 
adapted and blended into ſome other work in 
Engliſh, of the ſame kind. 

6 - think 
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tzink you are in very good earneſt ; 

and ſo to order your whole converſa- 

tion, that they may be ſure you are 

ſo. To which purpoſe, as you will 

have my hearty prayers, ſo I beg yours 
RA ba” 
Your moſt affectionate couſin, 
„GEORGE STANHOPE,” 


— 


THE END. 


